
 From the Rector’s Desk:  This coming Sunday, May
10th,  will  mark the eighth Sunday that our church has
been closed because of Covid-19. As I spend time in
the office an occasional person will come in as far as
the  foyer  to  leave  their  church  offering,  and,  without
exception, they will comment about how difficult it has
been to be away from church, and how they miss the
fellowship with others on Sunday morning. I continue to
encourage members of the parish to keep in touch with
others, it really brightens someone’s day if you can pick
up  the  phone  and  talk  to  them  during  this  time  of
isolation. I  also encourage anyone that might want  to
have me say a prayer with them to also call the church
office, if I am not available leave a message and I will
call you back shortly after, as I am frequently in and out
of the office (895-0715). It’s so important for us to keep
connected in the interim because we have no idea at
this  time  how  long  more  we  will  be  apart.  We  are
thankful  as  well  to  our  parishioners  that  have  been
dropping  off,  mailing  or  E-transferring  their  regular
offerings.  The  parish  still  has  to  keep  up  with  its
expenses  during  this  time  of  Pandemic,  most  of  the
usual bills are still in front of us each month. If we keep
up as much as possible now we won’t find it as difficult
later when this is all over. We are thankful that, up to
now, the numbers of cases in our province of Covid-19
have decreased to a dozen or less. So, we can clearly
see that the measures being taken by our government
and health officials are working, and the overwhelming
percentage of the population are adhering to restrictions
and  regulations.  I  wish  I  could  clearly  see  the  same
results all over Canada, but there are still places where
the spread of the virus and the number of fatalities are

increasing  at  an  alarming rate,  so  I  expect  it  will  be
some time yet before we can back to any semblance of
life before Covid-19. Prayer is still very much the order
of the day for all  of us, as there are so many on the
front lines of this virus working to keep us all safe even
as  they  are  at  personal  risk  themselves.  I  think
especially of families going through grief at the loss of a
loved one, whether through Covid-19, natural causes or
otherwise, having to grieve in such a small circle and
devoid of family, friends and church community. Grief is
extremely  difficult  at  any  time,  but  now  it  is
tremendously  compounded  by  separation  and
loneliness.  It  was  a  very  difficult  scene  to  watch  on
Wednesday past  (May 6) when the 6 individuals that
lost their lives when the military helicopter they were in
crashed  last  week  off  the  coast  of  Greece  were
repatriated to Canada. The sole coffin with the remains
of  23  year-old  Sub-Lt.  Abbigail  Cowbrough  being
brought  from  the  aircraft  to  the  awaiting  hearse,
followed by headdresses for the other 5 missing ones
ceremoniously  placed in  hearses as well.  Seeing the
families  self-distancing  from  others,  unable  to
experience  the  comforting  embrace  of  others  nearby
was heartbreaking. I hope they at least felt the prayers
of  a  nation  surrounding  them  in  their  time  of
overwhelming grief. That’s what we do for each other,
when we are too broken to find strength or courage to
pray,  it’s  comfort  to  know others  are  praying  for  us.
Please remember the families of the 6 victims in their
grief.  This Sunday,  May 10th,  is Mother’s Day,  a very
special day for families and for the church family. A time
to honor, cherish and express our love for our mothers.
For many of us we will have the memories of when our



mothers were with us, and we will  treasure them. For
others it will be a wonderful opportunity to show them
personally because they are still with you. Even during
this time of Covid-19 make the most of it on Mother’s
Day to honor our mothers. As on the past two Sundays,
God  willing,  I  will  stand  at  the  church  door  and
broadcast  a  service  over  the  outdoor  P.A.  system.
People are welcome to park in the parking lot and listen
to the service, but must remain at all times in the vehicle
so as to abide by the rule of physical distancing. At the
end of the service, because we cannot pass the peace,
everyone greets each other simply by blowing the car
horns. We are moving through this Pandemic, God is
good  and  gracious,  and  somewhere  in  the  not  too
distant future we will experience the gift of being able to
meet together at St. Philip’s church building and share
in the Lord’s  Supper around the Lord’s  Table.  In  the
meantime, continue to be the church right where you
are, reaching out to one another, and please continue
to  pray  for  and  support  the  continual  ministry  of  the
parish and diocese even during Covid-19. May you be
blessed  in  abundance  in  the  week  to  come.  (  Rev.
Randy)
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